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Th s year we are celebrating 
our 50th anniversary and it 
is a signifi ant milestone for 
Fairhill. Our theme this year 
has been “Honoring the Past; 
Building the Future.” As we 
honor the past, we refl ct on 
accomplishments, achieve-
ments, and memories. The 
past includes considerable 
accomplishments such as 
acquiring and moving to our 
current location, building a 
gymnasium, creating a rig-
orous curriculum, expand-
ing technology resources, 
developing extracurricular 
programs, not to mention 41 
graduating classes. But most 
important are the memories 
of the people that have made 
up our school community 
over the past 50 years… 
students, families, faculty, 
and Board members. Each 
individual that has walked 
through our doors made a 
difference in the life of our 
school and serves as the 

building blocks for future 
Fairhill students.

As you read this newsletter, 
you will fi d another layer 
of building blocks that have 
been laid for future Fairhill 
Falcons. Th s newsletter is 
a compilation of the events 
from the fall semester along 
with articles that will enrich 
your knowledge of our 
school community. You will 
also read important infor-
mation about understanding 
learning differences and 
how Fairhill is positioned to 
support our students. We are 
intentionally building the 
school program for future 
generations. 

Many of you are aware that 
we are also in the process 
of improving our current 
facilities to meet the needs 
of now and the future. Con-
struction plans are currently 
in progress for campus ren-
ovations. These renovations 
will enhance the campus by 

providing structural, securi-
ty, cosmetic, and mechanical 
improvements. The primary 
plans are for renovating the 
main building and are still 
in the beginning stages of 
development. However, there 
are other improvements that 
are receiving immediate 
attention, such as replacing 
the roof on the gym, land-
scaping, and other minor 
repairs. It’s an interesting 
time to begin a construction 
project when everything is 
dependent on the availability 
of labor and materials. We 
are very excited about these 
campus improvements and 
can’t wait to share the plans 
with everyone.

A school doesn’t reach this 
milestone moment with-
out educators and parents 
committed to school success. 
Every adult that is engaged 
in this process makes a 
difference in the education 
of a child and provides the 

building blocks for their 
future. Each year we collect 
information from former 
students that demonstrate 
their accomplishments and 
their personal milestone 
events. Fairhill Alumni and 
Former Falcons become law-
yers, artists, doctors, nurses, 
mothers and fathers, writers, 
teachers, and they serve their 
communities in many other 
ways. Th s is the evidence 
that a Fairhill education leads 
to success and motivates 
school leadership to plan for 
the next fi y years. 
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AROUND FAIRHILL

Eddie Brown
Coach Eddie Brown joined the faculty of Fairhill this 
fall as a physical education teacher and basketball 
coach. He brings a wealth of experience to Fairhill 
from the 17 years he has devoted to education. 
Prior to joining the Fairhill team, he taught Physical 
Education, along with SPED life skills, and inclusion 
programs. He participated in the school behavioral 
program, helped coordinate school functions, and 
established himself in the community. In addition, 
Coach Brown has coached in several community 
organizations including the Dallas Mavericks 
camp division, the Dallas Hurricanes Basketball 
developmental program, and other basketball-

related programs within the metroplex. His education includes a B.A. degree in Broadcast 
Communications with an emphasis in Sports Broadcasting from The University of Texas 
at Arlington. Coach Brown worked for Gameday Productions/Fox 4 Sports under the 
leadership of Mike Doocy before taking a leap into the education profession. 

Coach Eddie Brown also volunteers with i9 Sports as a coach/mentor. They were voted Best 
Youth Sports Program by Local Star Media last November. i9 Sports provides a youth sports 
experience unlike any other, teaching the importance of good sportsmanship on the fi ld and 
in life. They are committed to providing age-appropriate instruction and making sports fun 
for kids.

In his free time, he enjoys spending time with his 18-year-old son, participating in any 
outdoor activity or sport, serving on mission trips with his church, and enjoying time with 
family and friends.

Welcome to Fairhill! Congratulations!

Shannon Christine 
Caston
Ms. Caston, Art Teacher for grades 2-6, grew up 
in St Louis, Missouri and graduated with a BS in 
Biology and a BA in Art from University of Missouri. 
In addition, she earned a BA in Education and 
accompanying teacher certifi ations from Harris 
Stone University. She has taught in public and private 
schools, including Lakewood Conservatory of Fine 
Arts and SparkDallas.org before coming to Fairhill. 
She creates both commissioned and freelance art, 
located in exhibitions and murals throughout the 
Dallas area. In addition to her artistic pursuits, she 
entertains for Amazing Kids Company as well as 
Celebrations DFW. Ms. Caston is an enthusiastic 

teacher, enjoys making learning fun, and is excited to be at Fairhill. Every week, she is 
impressed with her young, talented art students. 

Recently, Ms. Caston was selected to work with an acclaimed team of storytellers, 
technologists, designers, producers, and artists to produce a new prototype of novel forms of 
digital and interactive entertainment. Ms. Caston is designing and fabricating the installation 
of the Department of Wonder which will premiere in Sugar Land, Texas. The distinguished 
team includes Academy Award-winning director Brandon Oldenburg, Emmy Award-
winning director Limbert Fabian, Kyle Clark, Taylor Williams, and Rickey Crum.

Lola Jordan, who served as the long-term 
substitute while Dr. Brown was out on maternity 
leave, graduated from SMU with a Master of 
Education Degree on December 18, 2021. She 
is interested in pursuing a career in educational 
technology, utilizing the skills, knowledge, and 
experience she has gained from the classroom. 
She is excited to see what the future holds as she 
begins the next chapter in her journey.

Dr. Ragan Brown welcomed baby boy, Rowan 
Dwane Key, into the world on September 9, 2021. 
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A Message from 
the Clinic
by Caroline White, RN
September to December months fl w by 
and were marked by milestone events. The 
start of the school year moves from the 
chaos of obtaining forms, medications, and 
sports clearances for athletes to an Online 
Immunization Survey and screening for 
vision and hearing. Added to these clinic 
milestones, was the start of our COVID-19 
Testing Program. We continued performing 
intermittent Rapid Tests from the start of 2021. 
However, knowing that this initial program 
would be complete at the end of November, we 
began preparing for the new COVID-19 Testing 
Program that Texas adopted in the Fall 2021. In 
January 2022, we started offering Rapid Tests 
for students. Parents signed consent forms, to 
allow intermittent testing at school for all minor 
students, including students that are 18yo+ still 
in high school. Staff s also able to participate in 
this program. We are hoping that this will help 
mitigate exposures and outbreaks within  
the school.

COVID-19 has certainly had its ups and downs. 
Fairhill will continue to evaluate COVID-19 
mitigation protocols and keep Fairhill families 
apprised of any changes that may be employed 
during the coming months.

 To my parents ... Thank you so much for 
responding to my calls for information on your 
child, as well as problem-solving with me, when 
needed. I consider each of these students to be 
the most precious cargo of each of you and it 
is not only my job to take care of them while 
they are at school, but it is my sincere desire and 
pleasure to do so.

I am hoping for an 
exceptional spring 
semester for each 
of the students 
and staff, at this 
wonderful life-
changing school.

Mary Kohnle,  
Dyslexia Therapist
Mary Kohnle, Fairhill Dyslexia Therapist, is serving on 
the Board of Directors for Stand Up LD, a non-profit 
support network for parents and educators seeking 
resources to support and inspire children with learning 
differences. Stand Up LD’s events, lift p adults and 
children with learning differences through round table 
programs, hosting speakers, and leading student camps and workshops. Ms. Kohnle 
says, “I am thrilled to be joining a group of positive and like-minded people who are 
making an incredible impact on our community. I am looking forward to helping 
the organization launch a mentoring program where college LD students will 
mentor high school students with learning differences.”

Ms. Kohnle, one of Fairhill’s dyslexia therapists, encourages young people with 
learning differences to explore and develop their talents and strengths. Students 
with learning differences often need guidance to discover their strongest assets. 
Parents typically see the brilliance in their children that others may miss, so she 
has a passion for mentoring parents through one-to-one discussions. She also 
provides tools, every other month, to help families assist their children academically 
and emotionally through LD Parent Support Group Meetings at Fairhill. The 
Parent Support Group is open to families with students of all ages. “I believe all 
students with learning differences can learn to learn when given encouragement, 
compassion, and science-based intervention.”

Another opportunity for parents to learn about their child’s LD journey is to attend 
Experiencing Learning Differences on April 4th at 7:00 pm. Ms. Kohnle will lead 
parents through several simulation activities designed to allow parents to experience 
the challenges their children often face in learning. The program is intended to 
increase empathy and support for students with a diagnosed learning difference.

Ms. Kohnle has also served on the Dallas Branch of the International Dyslexia 
Association and with the Northwest Florida chapter of the National Association  
for the Education of Young Children.

Dyslexia Awareness Walk with Stand Up LD 
In an effort to promote 
Dyslexia Awareness 
Month, Fairhill School 
partnered with Stand 
Up LD to participate in 
an Awareness Walk in 
October 2021.  
Ms. Kohnle spoke to 
groups of students about 
Dyslexia, prior to their 
class walks throughout  
the day. 

Nurse Caroline White
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By Cheryl Chase, PhD
Know a child who: interrupts others? 
Struggles to start or complete large projects? 
Has trouble with routines? Keeps a very 
messy desk, backpack, or bedroom? Seem 
unaffected by time warnings (e.g., 5 min 
warning does not signal time to clean up)? 
Completes homework, but does not always 
turn it in? If you answered “yes” to any of 
these, you may be dealing with a child with 
delays in the development of the executive 
functions. “Executive Functions” is an 
umbrella term for a set of cognitive processes 
that are required for mental and behavioral 
self control. Executive dysfunction is often 
seen in children with ADHD, learning 
disorders, autistic spectrum disorders, 
anxiety, and other conditions, or it can occur 
free standing as well. 

The term “executive functions” is gaining 
popularity among educators, psychologists, 
physicians, and parents, and it is the area 
of cognitive functioning I am asked most 
about in my practice. Although there is no 
single, agreed upon defin tion of the term, Dr. 
Russell Barkley has put forth a comprehensive 
model of executive functions, and describes 
this model thoroughly in his latest book 
Executive Functions (Barkley, 2012). 

Behaviorally, when a child or adolescent 
is experiencing delays in the development 
of executive functioning, he or she can 
display many, varied symptoms including: 
distractibility, tantrums when asked to 
transition between activities, difficulty getting 
started or persisting on homework, inability 
to break down large tasks into smaller steps, 
disorganization of thoughts or materials, 
procrastination or poor time-management, 
and tearfulness or outbursts while completing 
difficult assignments. Associated problems 
with low self-esteem, oppositionality, or 
anxiety can also develop. 

If weaknesses in executive functioning 
are present, treatment strategies can be 
implemented that both accommodate the 
areas of weaknesses as well as help the student 
develop the delayed skills. In other words, 
compensations (accommodations) need to 
be made to account for the lack of skills, but 
these compensations also provide modeling 
of the necessary skills so that the student 
is simultaneously learning the skills while 
receiving the accommodation. 

Dr. Barkley breaks down his recommended 
interventions into five primary areas:

a. Externalize important information - 
provide the child with lists, posters, signs, 
or other cues of critical reminders and 
post them at the point of performance. 
Such lists need to be readily available in 
all settings in which the child works, and 
the child will often need to be reminded 
to pull out the list for use. 

b. Externalize time periods related to 
tasks – post calendars, timers, clocks, 
and counters in highly visible areas. Give 
children matter-of-fact count-downs 
to transitions, and try to make time as 
concrete as possible 

c. Break up future tasks into many 
small steps – work with the child to 
do one step at a time until large tasks 
are complete. Build in rewards and 
incentives to persist on these tasks. 

d. Externalize sources of motivation –  
praise often, give tokens or points  
that can be used to earn larger,  
tangible rewards.

e. Permit more external manipulation 
of tasks – because children with weak 
executive skills often struggle to keep 
the thoughts in their minds free from 
distraction, they need to be provided 
with manipulatives that allow them to 
manualize their work as much  
as possible.

With appropriate support, understanding, 
and patience, children with delays in the 
development of the executive functions are 
capable of living a happy, healthy life, and 
can go on to be productive and well-adjusted 
adults. For more on this topic, the interested 
reader is referred to the book, “Late, Lost, and 
Unprepared: A Parents’ Guide to Helping 
Children with Executive Functioning” (2008) 
by Joyce Cooper-Kahn and Lauri Dietzel. If 
you think your child may be suffering from 
delays in the development of the executive 
functions, talk to your pediatrician, a child 
psychologist, or a pediatric neuropsychologist 
about your concerns.
Dr. Chase is a Clinical Psychologist in  
Private Practice in Independence, Ohio.

Visit chasingyourpotential.com for more 
information and video resources.

References:

Barkley, R.A. (2012) Executive Functions: 
What are They, How They Work, and Why 
They Evolved. New York: The Guilford Press.

Cooper-Kahn, J. & Dietzel, L. (2008).  
Late, Lost, and Unprepared: A Parents’ 
Guide to Helping Children with Executive 
Functioning. Bethesda: Woodbine House.

Fairhill utilizes a structured executive function curriculum for all grade levels 
and integrates executive function skills into every class. In August 2021, the 
Fairhill faculty attended an all-day Executive Function workshop with Cheryl 
Chase, Ph.D. to enhance the executive functions program that is already in 
place. Fairhill also offered a program designed especially for parents to help 
parents incorporate the same skills at home. In the summary below, Dr. Chase 
shares her recommended interventions in five primary areas to help parents 
support executive function development at home.

Executive Functions: What are they, why 
are they important, and how can I help?
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Practice Gratitude 
by Tony Moreno, Head of School

Gratitude is the theme of 
the 2021-2022 school year. 
Fairhill has been “alive” for 
50 years and on this golden 
anniversary, the best way to 
celebrate is to honor those 
who make Fairhill possible, 
the teachers, students, and 
families we serve. As I refl ct 

on the fi st semester, I am thankful to be a part of the 
Fairhill community. The students make work lively and 
always keep you on your toes, the teachers bring a wide 
breadth of expertise, passion, and humor to their work, 
and the parents have been nothing short of amazing to 
partner with. Thank you all for such a great start to  
the year!

Th s year, we have made it a point to practice gratitude. 
Th s simple practice can change not only yourself but 
can make a broader impact on those around you. I 
believe now more than ever, it is imperative to practice 
gratitude. The benefits are endless. The research behind 
this shows those who practice gratitude regularly 
experience more positive emotions, sleep better, and 
express more compassion/kindness. 

Education can often be a trying job; we refill our 
proverbial cups by sharing “ah ha” moments with our 
students, breakthroughs in coaching conversations, 
and that true moment of joy that the time spent with a 
student has changed their lives for the better. While we 
are starting the new year and the feeling to refl ct on 
this past year pops up, I hope your child’s teachers come 
to mind. Educators live for those moments, and if you 
fi d it in your heart to send a thank you email or write 
a quick card, this will make a signifi ant impact in the 
lives of our teachers. 

While we continue this practice of gratitude throughout 
the rest of the school year, I hope and intend this will 
leave a lasting impact on our school culture. I am 
blessed to serve your children and the school. I look 
forward to fin shing this year strong, with a full measure 
of gratitude!

Forever grateful!

The Digital Age and Why We Should 
Limit Screen Time at Home
by Caroline Ford, Ph.D.
We are  in a season where the weather is still a bit chilly, and, consequently, going 
outdoors decreases compared to the summer or beginning of the school year. During 
this time, it is easy to allow children additional technology time that may have 
unintended consequences. If you have not already done so, now is a good time to 
evaluate technology habits in your household to promote good physical and mental 
health.

As most, if not all, of us are aware, we are in an age of heightened technology. 
Students are interested in keeping up with their Snapchat streaks, Tic Tok videos, 
and Instagram posts. Many of us have read on the addictive nature of technology. 
Nomophobia or the fear of being without your cell phone is very real. I have seen 
children lose their composure over being grounded from their phones.

Additionally, there has been data linking media use to increased ADHD symptoms. 
Th s may be secondary to all the external distractors associated with games or other 
media platforms. There can be constant stimulation from the device. Other data has 
even noted increases in tics secondary to prolonged, technology usage (Teen Girls Are 
Developing Tics. Doctors Say TikTok Could Be a Factor —WSJ). Anxiety also tends 
to increase as cortisol levels rise when children are continually stimulated. Note that 
this information refers to children who are on an iPad, phone, or computer daily for 
hours at a time. They rarely take a break. Sleep will be affected, too, if digital media is 
overutilized. 

Please note that it is not necessary to remove all electronics after reading the 
paragraphs above. There are advantages to using personal technology devices, such 
as social connections, enjoyable books, creative artwork, music, etc. However, it is 
important to maintain the balance of everyday life. Therefore, I recommend that you 
and your child/children create a pie chart to evaluate how your children are spending 
their time. Make sure that your child is getting at least 8 hours of sleep per night, 
exercising routinely (at least 3-4 days a week for 30 minutes), eating nutritious food, 
completing homework, spending time with family, and spending time with peers in 
real life…and then comes technology time. Remember to have your children get off 
their devices a minimum of one hour before bedtime or sleeping.

If you are trying to decrease the amount of time your child is on a device, talk openly 
about your concerns with your child and share the data. Then, produce a plan for a 
replacement behavior, such as listening to music, reading, walking, journaling, and 
drawing. Initially, he/she may have a tough time as he/she misses the “rush,” but it will 
become a lot easier for them as time goes by.

It is also important that the family has media-free times together, such as when 
having meals and when driving. Provide media-free locations in the house, such 
as bedrooms. It is best that media time be in a central location, often frequented by 
the family. Finally, it is important that we talk about digital media safety and model 
appropriate use of technology. There is no better example of best practices  
than your actions.

Community Partner Programs 
Let Your Purchases Support Fairhill! 
smile.amazon.com  |  Tom Thumb/Albertson’s Good 
Neighbor Program  |  Kroger’s Community Rewards  |  
TuftandNeedle.com  |  Shopraise.com/for/fairhill 
Contact dbadura@fairhill.org for more information
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The 22nd Annual Golf Classic welcomed 73 golfers on October 
18th at Twin Creeks Golf Course in Allen, Texas. The tournament 
included an opportunity for golfers of all ages to showcase their 
putting skills in the annual putting contest. The traditional golf 
scramble included Cannons for a Cause, where golfers shoot their 
golf ball from a cannon. Andrea and JD Sanders sponsored this 
activity and as always, it was a huge hit! The Hole-in-One contest 
was sponsored by PGA Superstore. Because of generous donations 
from sponsors and golfers, The Golf Classic raised over $10,000. 
Special thanks to John and Sally Newton/Chairmen and committee 
for planning such a great day and to all the volunteers and players 
who continue to support this annual event.

Fairhill School Annual 
Golf Classic
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Developing Life-Long Readers
by Dana DeAndrea, Librarian
The Fairhill Library has a mission to connect our 
students with books and their authors. Our school 
librarian, Mrs. DeAndrea, frequently does this by 
choosing selected books to read aloud to students. 
She selected the science fi tion novel Found 
written by Margaret Peterson Haddix to the 
middle school students. Ms. Haddix has written 
more than 40 books, winning over 100 awards. She writes 
various genres including science fi tion, dystopian, mystery, 
and realistic fi tion. Found weaves the story of famous 
children in history who were stolen by time travelers from the 
future and accidentally left in ur present time. The students 
were intrigued as this riveting plot moved across time, with 
multi-layered characters, and numerous twists and turns.

Th s fall, Mrs. DeAndrea, hosted a virtual author visit with Ms. Haddix for the 7th 
and 8th graders. When students hear an author discuss how they drafted the book 
and created the characters, it sparks in them the curiosity to read more, to fi d the 
patterns in literature, to solve the mystery. Several of the students have continued to 
read the entire series of eight novels. One of those was Evelyn Wilkinson who also 
wanted an autographed copy of Ms. Haddix’s books. Ms. Haddix not only sent Evelyn 
an autographed bookplate and a bookmark; but, also sent one for the Fairhill library 
collection as well. Because of Mrs. DeAndrea’s inspiration, Evelyn waited until she 
was at school so the two of them could open the letter together.

Connections matter. Connecting students with an award-winning author impacts 
their love of reading and the magical intrigue of books. Th s virtual visit was one to 
remember and created another layer in Fairhill’s quest to develop life-long readers.

On September 23, 2021, 
the Fairhill Fund kicked 
off longside North Texas 
Giving Day (NTGD). 
Th s year, NTGD received 
103,275 unique donors 
giving 283,648 donations 
to 3,366 organizations 
totaling $66,000,000. 

Fairhill School received 
103 unique donations 
for a total of $35,453, 
surpassing our North 
Texas Giving Day goal. 

These contributions along 
with donations made 
directly to the Fairhill 
Fund provide funding to 
allow Fairhill to:

• Hire and retain highly 
skilled teachers to 
teach and support 
students with learning 
differences

• Provide professional 
development to 
maintain best practices 
for reaching students

• Ensure use of leading-
edge technology for 
teaching and learning 

• Enhance classroom 
resources that 

     specifi ally aid Fairhill 
students, such as hands-
on manipulatives, 
equipment, and 
activities

• Support student 
programs that develop 
the whole child such 
as the arts, athletics, 
library services, and 
more

• Provide academic, 
social, and emotional 
support to all students

If you have not already 
done so, it is not too late 
to make your donation to 
the Fairhill Fund! Th s is 
a year-long campaign and 
donations are accepted 
through August 2022. 
We are also asking all 
Fairhill alumni to consider 
a donation in honor of 

their graduating class to 
help celebrate Fairhill’s 
50th Anniversary. For 
example, the Class of 
2021, contributes $20.21, 
$202.10, or $2,021.00. 
To donate online, go to  
https://bit.ly/3lRmqDu. 
Thank you for your 
continued support!

Fairhill Fund and North Texas Giving Day

Matched Gifts
Many companies offer a matching gift rogram to 
encourage philanthropy among their employees. Some 
of those companies will even match to spouses and 
retirees. By simply completing a matching gift orm (on-
line or paper), you may be able to double, or even triple, 
the impact of your gift! ontributions of any amount 
help make an immediate impact. To make it easier for 
you to request a matching gift, e have partnered with 
Double the Donation to assist you. 

Go to fairhill.org/support-fairhill/ways-to-give 
to see if your employer will match your donation!
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Student Council Fall Activities
Middle and High School Student Councils (STUCO) 
had a busy fall semester. A major objective of STUCO 
is to make a positive difference at the school.  STUCO 
works toward this goal by sponsoring at least one event 
each month throughout the school year. Below is a list of 
STUCO activities during the fi st semester of the year:

September: High School held a fundraiser for American 
Red Cross/Hurricane Relief for all of those affected by 
Hurricane Ida.  

October: High School created special appreciation 
posters for Principal Appreciation Month.  They also 
sponsored the Homecoming Dance, Spirit Week, and 
Red Ribbon Week. Spirit Week included making wagon 
fl ats in honor of Fairhill’s 50th anniversary or the 
HOCO Football Theme, Far-out Movies of the 1970s! 
Red Ribbon Week promoted a drug and alcohol-free life 
with a variety of school-wide activities.  

November: High School sponsored a Winter Warm-up 
Shelter Drive benefitting The Stewpot of Dallas. They 
collected gently used or new coats, gloves or mittens, 
warm hats, and small fl ece blankets.  Middle School 
organized a holiday card collection to send to U.S. 
military troops for the holidays.

December: High School participated in the Ugly 
Holiday Sweater contest raising funds for H.A.L.A.H. 
(Home At Last Animal Haven), a no-kill animal shelter.  
Middle School organized a Toy Drive for Network 
Organization collecting new and unwrapped toys, 
books, puzzles, and crayons.

Fairhill is grateful to the Student Council and its 
sponsors for all of the good work that they do on behalf 
of Fairhill School.
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MISSION STATEMENT 
Fairhill School is a community of dedicated, 

caring, and experienced educators that 
empowers students who have learning 

differences. The student-centered 
curriculum focuses on differentiation, 
multi-sensory experiences, executive 

function development, and intervention 
for individualized learning needs.  Fairhill 
fosters students’ unique potential while 
guiding them on their journey toward 

becoming confident 21st century citizens.
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FAIRHILL SCHOOL

Preparing for the College 
Experience Begins in  
High School
by Ashli Cheung, Assistant Head of School and College and Career
Readiness Teacher
All students interested in attending college benefit from early preparation. It is 
essential to initiate conversations early and to begin practicing self-advocacy skills 
needed for college. Self-Advocacy starts with self-awareness. When applying for 
accommodations in college, students are often asked, “what do you need to be 
successful?” Support service coordinators look for answers such as “I need extra 
time taking exams in a quiet distraction-free environment.” Students should 
answer as clearly and concisely as possible and feel comfortable discussing their 
needs. Building self-advocacy skills and developing a high school resume begins as 
students enter high school.

9th Grade:
Work on maintaining and building good study habits. Monitor grades and utilize 
resources. Time management skills are essential in maintaining good grades 
and reducing stress. College admissions require the submission of a high school 
transcript with term grades beginning 9th grade year.

Grades are updated regularly and are available for review in both CANVAS and 
FACTS management systems at Fairhill.

10th Grade:
Begin PSAT / SAT Prep. Fairhill administers the Pre-ACT to 10th grade students 
and the PSAT to 11th-grade students. Build relationships by attending career 
information events and researching majors that might be a good match with your 
interests and goals. Consider participating in academic enrichment programs, 
summer workshops, and special interest camps. Keep a log of awards, honors, and 
extracurricular activities, including paid and volunteer work.

11th Grade:
Enroll in Fairhill’s College and Career Class. It is an excellent opportunity to receive 
individualized guidance as you look for post-secondary opportunities and career 
paths. Continue PSAT / SAT Prep. Fairhill administers the PSAT to 11th-grade 
students in October. Students can sign up to take the ACT or SAT by visiting  
www.Collegeboard.org (SAT) or www.ACT.org. Register for testing at least three 
weeks in advance to allow time for accommodations to be approved. Go to college 
fairs and college-preparation presentations hosted by college representatives. Visit 
college campuses, preferably when classes are in session. Stay involved in after-
school activities and seek leadership roles, if possible. Apply to scholarships available 
to 11th-grade students. Some deadlines fall as early as the summer between 11th 
and 12th grades.

12th Grade:
Consult with the Fairhill college counselor on a regular basis. Narrow down 
your list of schools and contact your assigned admissions offic . Meeting your 
admission officer s a great way to become acquainted and show interest in the 
school. Prepare your applications carefully. Follow the instructions and pay close 
attention to deadlines! Well before your college application deadlines, ask your 
counselor and teachers to submit the required documents (e.g., transcript, letters of 
recommendation) to the colleges to which you’re applying. Complete the FAFSA, 
which opens on October 1st, and apply for scholarships, if interested.
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Congratulations to Fairhill’s Varsity Football, 
Varsity Volleyball, Varsity Cross Country and  
IAA Volleyball teams for fin shing a hard-fought 
fall season! Special thanks to the Fairhill Cheer 
Squad for enthusiastically cheering on the players 
every step of the way! 

2021 Players/Teams  
Notable Recognition and  
All-District Selections 
VARSITY VOLLEYBALL
Seniors: # 6 Ella Roberts, #1 Laura Kokal,  
Juniors: #12 AJ Elliott,  #10 Carly Raspberry-Moore, 
Freshmen: #8 Sadie Darnell, #3 Ellie James,  
#5 Melisa Schwab

Melissa Schwab – 2nd Team All-District;  
Carly Rasberry Moore – Honorable Mention

VARSITY FOOTBALL
Seniors: #30 Gianluca Agius-D’Arrigo, #9 Barrett Kahle, 
Juniors: #44 Delavar Hafiz , Sophomores:  
#50 Zachary Ellis, #81 Adrian Rodriguez,  
#1 Caleb Saulters, Freshmen: #28 Luke Brown,  
#33 Tyler Bryant, #55 Nicholas Zorn

Barrett Kahle – 1st Team All-District Defensive Back | 
2nd Team All-District Wide Receiver; 
Delavar Hafiz  – Honorable Mention All-District 
Offensive Line | Honorable Mention All-District 
Defensive Line; Tyler Bryant – Honorable Mention 
All-District Tight End; Gianluca Agius D’ Arrigo – 
Honorable Mention All-District Linebacker; 
Caleb Saulters – Honorable Mention All-District 
Defensive Back

CROSS COUNTRY
TAPPS Cross-Country Team and State Qualifiers: 
Seniors: Allison Kokal; Laura Kokal, and Barrett Kahle

CHEERLEADING
Cheer Squad: Junior: Anna Mathers;  
8th Grade: Karley Knott and Khushi Sheth

IAA VOLLEYBALL
8th Grade:  #10 Karley Knott, #5 Khushi Sheth,  
7th Grade:  #11  Hailee Ehlert, #14 Maahiya Monga,  
#4 Evelyn Wilkinson,  
6th Grade:  #12 Carolann Day, #6 Paige Price

Barrett Kahle participated in the  
Tapps All Star 6-Man Football game last 
December in Waco.

Go Fairhill!

Congratulations!

FALL SPORTS
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Fairhill Acting Troupe 
On November 11th and 12th, the Fairhill Acting Troupe presented 
“Murder on Reserve” by Thomas Hischak.  Th s murder mystery 
takes place in the public library of the small midwestern town of 
Sanford.  While the library was open, the impossible happened, 
Faulkner Seaton was murdered.  Most puzzling of all is that 
nobody saw or heard a thing. Colorful characters, including an 
implausible assortment of suspects and two police inspectors from 
St. Louis, unfold a plot that kept the audience guessing and making 
this whodunit an entertaining production.

Mark your calendars for the Troupes spring production,  
The Imaginary Invalid, April 22-23, 2022, 7:30 p.m.

Inspector Trigg (Corbin Henke); Trigg’s sidekick, Lt. Roberts (Carly 
Raspberry-Moore); Ruth Chesley (AJ Elliott); Frank Mansfield (Jack 
Graham); Kevin Perkins (William Siu); Ethan Binnie (Nathan Reining); 
Judith Karr (Anna Mathers); Wiley Meyers (Zach Ellis); Roy Templeton 
(Gianluca Agius D’Arrigo); Special appearance by light technician, Alan 
DeOrta. Light Technicians: Oliver Goodell and Oscar Goodell; Sound 
Technicians: Allison Kokal and Andrew DeShong; Stage Managers and 
Crew: Laura Kokal, Sadie Darnell, Graham Brown, Rosalyn Tatom,  
and Tyler Bryant. 

Tip-Off Night
Fairhill hosted its Annual Tip-Off ni ht to kick off he 
basketball season on Friday, December 3rd. Athletes of all 
ages showcased their basketball skills. The middle school 
IAA basketball team played an exciting, close game against 
their parents. To close out the night, all spectators enjoyed an 
exhibition game played by the Varsity teams against Coaches 
and Alumni. Special thanks to all of the coaches for creating 
this amazing event and to the alumni who joined in the fun.
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STUDENT ACCOMPLISHMENTS
Will Edwards
Will Edwards, Junior, built a bat house on the east side of 
the Fairhill property near the tennis courts to complete 
his Eagle Scout Project. Bat houses are larger than typical 
birdhouses and are flat. Although they don’t seem very 
spacious, 300 to 400 bats can fit inside one of them.  The 
bat houses serve as bat nurseries and a safe place to raise 
their young. 

William Siu
William Siu, Junior, planted milkweed in the butterfly garden located near the 
school gate in late September. Monarch caterpillars feed exclusively on the leaves 
of milkweed, the only host plant for this iconic butterfly species. Milkweed 
is critical for their survival and without it, they cannot complete their life 
cycle. Planting milkweed is one of the easiest ways that each of us can make a 
difference for monarchs. William stated that he loves his school and hopes these 
milkweed plants will attract monarch butterflies or all Fairhill students to enjoy. 

Elias Sanders
Elias Sanders’, 6th grade, baseball team, the Prosper Diamond Backs 12U won 
the Championship! His team fin shed the regular season in 2nd place, won 
their 9a playoff 14-4, a vancing them to the Championship where they won 
11-3 over the 1st place team. Congratulations, Elias.
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FORMER FALCON UPDATES

CLASS OF 2020
Fletcher Huston is currently 
attending Oklahoma State 
University and is working towards 
a degree in Sports Statistics.
Keegan Kasprowicz has taken 
and passed both his written 
and practical Texas state board 
exams to obtain his esthetician 
license to become a certified 
Esthetician. His goal is to obtain 
employment in a medical 
spa; so, he will be pursuing 
advanced training in laser and 
microdermabrasion techniques 
within the next six months.
Chase Olschwanger is attending 
the University of North Texas 
and working towards a degree in 
Sports Management.
Tim Small is currently attending 
Oklahoma State University  
and is working towards a 
business degree.

CLASS OF 2019
Leah Beder is currently attending 
the University of North Texas 
and majoring in Elementary 
Education.
Cameron Furtaw is currently a 
Veterinary Technician at City Vet – 
Frisco. He assists with pet intake, 
administering medications, 
helping with examinations, 
entering treatment codes for 
billing, and communicating with 
pet owners. He married Alex

 in May 2020 and they have a 
daughter, Josie (13 months).
Beth Kokal is currently attending 
the University of Illinois majoring 
in linguistics. She is also a 
member of Army ROTC. 

CLASS OF 2018 
Sarah Beskök completed her 
associate degree, with honors, 
from Collin College. She is 
currently attending the University 
of North Texas and is majoring 
in Rehabilitation Studies with 
a minor in Applied Behavior 
Analysis. 
Helen Brown graduated 
from Hillcrest High School 
after attending Fairhill School 
from 7th – 11th grade. She is 
currently attending SMU and 
will graduate in May 2022 with a 
Bachelor of Arts in Psychology. 
After graduation, she will attend 
a highly selective accelerated 
graduate program at SMU with 
plans to pursue a Master’s in 
Industrial and Organizational 
Psychology. She is currently 
employed as a Director/
Coordinator for the Vanguard 
Clinic of Neurological Health – 
Ignite Program and oversees the 
afterschool program. This past 
summer, Helen had an internship 
position with the Whitley Penn 
HR team. Helen is engaged to 
Alex Wallington with a wedding 
scheduled for March 2024. 

Angel Gutierrez attended The 
Culinary School of Fort Worth 
and obtained a culinary degree. 
Angel is currently employed with 
restaurant chain 54th Street as a 
Line Cook.
Ethan Skufca is currently a junior 
at the University of North Texas 
studying Business Administration.

CLASS OF 2017
Lauren Badura is finishing her 
last semester at the University 
of North Texas. She is student 
teaching in Frisco ISD (EC-6th 
grade) and will graduate in May 
2022.
Christian Hensley is currently 
a Project Manager for Mold 
Remediation at SERVPRO 
Restoration. 
Nick Lange graduated from 
the University of Arkansas, 
EMPOWER Program and is 
currently a Night Auditor at the 
Graduate Hotel, in Fayetteville, 
Arkansas. Nick, a University 
of Arkansas Trailblazer, will 
be honored at the Portraits of 
Progress event this coming Fall.
Jessica Rickerby is attending 
Hendrix College in Arkansas 
and will graduate with an 
Interdisciplinary Degree in 
Human-Animal Relations in May 
2022. She collaborated with her 
advisor to design this major by 
combining Biology, Anthropology, 
and Psychology courses. She 
is in the process of looking at 

Graduate Schools for a Masters’s 
degree in the same area. After 
graduate school, she plans to 
work with animals in her career.
Garrett Rippner is attending the 
University of North Texas and 
majoring in Business.
Hannah Westbrooks is attending 
the University of North Texas and 
is majoring in Studio Art with a 
focus on painting and drawing. 
She will graduate in 2022.

CLASS OF 2015
Robby Mitz attended the 
University of North Texas 
graduating in May 2021 with 
a Bachelor of Arts in Theatre/
Performance. Robby has acted in 
films and plays across Texas with 
his most recent performance in 
1883, a Paramount+ show  
based at the 6666 Ranch in 
Guthrie, Texas.
Ethan Kohnle graduated from 
East Texas Baptist University 
where he earned his Bachelor 
of Science in Political Science, 
Concentration in Pre-Law. He is 
currently attending the  
George H. W. Bush School of 
Government and Public Service 
at Texas A&M University working 
towards a Master of Public 
Service and Administration, 
Concentration in Homeland 
Security and National Defense. In 
the spring, he will be relocating 
to Washington DC to work on 
his Graduate Capstone Group 
Project with the Congressional 
Research Service. 
Sean King received certification 
for ASE Refrigerant Recovery and 
Recycling in March 2021. In July 
2021, Sean received a promotion 
to an Assistant Manager position 
at Discount Tire.
Kate Shaw attended Texas 
Christian University and then the 
University of Texas, Dallas, where 
she received a communications 
degree with a business minor. 
While in school, she was a 
member of Gamma Phi Beta 
sorority and then Sigma Alpha 
Pi, the National Society of 

Christian Dorn is a professional drummer and studio musician who 
has a passion for creating music both live and in the studio. He is also 
an active educator who keeps a busy schedule working as a band 
director, clinician, and drum set teacher with percussion programs 
in the DFW area. He is currently a band director, drum set teacher, 
and drumline instructor for the Music Learning Band Program. This 
organization teaches the fundamentals of music and band to more than 
1400 students in over fifty Dallas and Ft. Worth area schools including 
Fairhill. Christian is an alum of the Music Learning Band program. He 
started playing drums in fifth grade at Fairhill with the Music Learning 
Band Program.
Christian attended the University of North Texas obtaining his music 
and business degrees in 2015. He is currently living in Denton, Texas, 
and enjoys spending time with his wife Kami and playing with their two 
dogs, Nala & Penny. He is a cooking enthusiast and an avid traveler 
with a zeal for exploring new cities and cultures.

Alumni Spotlight



T h e  F a l c o n e r      W i n t e r  2 0 2 2      f a i r h i l l . o r g      15

Leadership and Success. She 
is currently working at Yelp as a 
Franchise Associate  
Account Executive. 

CLASS OF 2014
Alyssa Lowry attended Colorado 
Mountain College and obtained 
an Associate Degree in General 
Studies. She is a ski instructor at 
Ski Cooper, CO.  
Cole McCandless attended 
Baylor University for two years 
and then transferred to Cecil 
College in Maryland. He is 
currently completing nursing 
school and his Bachelor of 
Science from Towson University. 
His goal is to become a  
Nurse Practitioner.
Alex Castelli recently moved to 
Davenport, Florida. Alex has two 
children, Willow (3) and Olivia (2). 
He is pursuing employment at 
Disney Corporation. 
Jake Hensley attended Texas 
Lutheran University where he 
received his Bachelor of Science 
in Political Science and Minor 
in Geography. He is currently a 
Head Teacher of an Upper School 
in South Korea.

CLASS OF 2013
Brett Barnard graduated from 
La Lumiere School (LaPorte, IN) 
in 2013. Brett attended Lawrence 
University where he received 
his B.A. in History and Religious 
Studies in 2017. Brett enrolled in 
a dual master’s program in 2021 
at the University of North Texas 
pursuing an M.A. in History and 
M.S.L.S. (Master of Science in 
Library Science). He is a member 
of three honor societies (Lambda 
Sigma, Mortar Board, and Theta 
Alpha Kappa). He made the 
Dean’s List and received three 
writing awards. He also interned 
with Benedictine Abbey in  
2019-2020.
Caitlyn Kydd attended the 
University of North Texas, where 
she obtained her Bachelor of 
Applied Arts and Sciences in 
Graphic Design and Theatre with 
a minor in English, Magna Cum 
Laude in Spring 2021
Lexi (Alexis) Levine attended 
Abilene Christian University 

and majored in Composite 
Interdisciplinary: Elem/Special 
Ed, Psychology with a Spanish 
minor and obtained her teacher’s 
certification. She is currently 
employed in the Lewisville 
Independent School District 
at Independence Elementary 
School as an SDI Strategist. 
Alexis teaches English and Math 
resource classes and Inclusion 
Support for students in K-5;  
but primarily teaches 2nd and  
3rd graders.
Grace (McCoy) Blum is married 
to Dalton, a Firefighter, and is the 
mother of five children. She and 
her husband run a small family 
farm. Children: Mac (7), Austin (4), 
Kolston (2), Cooper (1),  
Redding (3 months). 

CLASS OF 2011
Caleb McCandless graduated 
from Baylor University with a 
Bachelor of Arts in French. He 
then attended The American 
College of the Mediterranean in 
France where he earned a Master 
of Arts Degree in French. 
While in France, he met his wife, 
Noelia Lopez Perez, who speaks 
multiple languages. They were 
married on December 4, 2021. 
Caleb and Noelia live in Maryland, 
where he is currently working and 
plans to continue his career in 
human resource management. 
Noelia has a Bachelor of Arts 
in languages and is planning to 
pursue a master’s in education to 
teach languages.
John Paul McLaughlin 
graduated from the University 
of North Texas with a degree in 
Criminal Justice. He currently 
works in Regulation Enforcement 
for the City of Austin.
Sarah Vint earned a Bachelor of 
Science from Oklahoma State 
University majoring in accounting 
(2013) and received her Master of 
Science in Accounting from Texas 
A&M - Commerce (2017). She is 
currently a Senior Accountant, 
Consolidations and Financial 
Reporting with Liberty Global.

CLASS OF 2008
Ali Cardaropoli earned a 
Bachelor of Arts in English from 
Oklahoma City University. She is 

currently a Records Coordinator 
for the City of Carrollton and 
oversees all city records.
Ashley Cavanaugh attended 
the University of North Texas 
obtaining her Bachelor of 
Arts (B.A.) General Studies 
in Business, Learning 
Technology & Technical 
Communication in 2013. She is 
the Owner & Creative Director at 
WEBBIZZNAZZ. She also has a 
son, Damien (8).
Chase McCandless graduated 
from Texas A&M University with a 
Bachelor of Science in Systems 
Management. He worked for 
McCandless Companies, Inc. in 
Maryland as Operations Manager 
until he opened his own business, 
Lone Star Traders, in 2018. 
Tim Paluck attended SMU where 
he obtained his Bachelor of 
Science in Electrical Engineering 
and Math along with a Master of 
Science in Computer Engineering. 
He graduated Cum Laude. He is 
currently a Senior Applications 
Engineer at Skyworks where  
he is a product lead for  
managing integrated circuit 
customer support.

CLASS OF 2007
David Wills graduated from 
the University of Arizona with 
a B.A. in International Studies. 
He ran a small business before 
attending Harvard Law School. 
David graduated from Harvard 
Law School in May 2021 and 
began working at Scheef & 
Stone, a commercial law firm in 
Dallas. His practice is focused 
on contract disputes, regulatory 
and enforcement matters, and 
employment litigation. Every day 
he can gain experience from 
attorneys who are at the top in 
their field in nearly all areas of 
law that apply to businesses in 
Texas. He stated that Fairhill was 
truly the foundation that set him 
on a path to success, and even 
after law school, he frequently 
impresses people with the 
lessons that he learned at  
Fairhill. He cannot express 
enough gratitude to Fairhill and 
is thrilled to be back in Dallas 
to serve the legal needs of the 
Dallas community.

CLASS OF 2006
Matthew Black attended Texas 
Tech University Health Science 
Center School of Medicine, 2016. 
He completed his residency in 
General Surgery with Baylor 
University Medical Center in  
June 2021. He is currently a 
surgeon with Northwestern 
Medical Group. 

CLASS OF 1993
Andrea Luterman earned 
a Bachelor of Arts from the 
University of Texas at Dallas. 
Her current employer is Hanks 
Brokerage, where she works 
in customer service. She has a 
daughter, Katie (14).

FORMER FALCONS & 
FALCON ALUMNI! If 
you would like to share 
an update, please email 
Deann Badura, Director 
of Development, Public 
Relations, and Alumni 
Relations at alumni@
fairhill.org.

David Wills
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